PATENT 

Docket Number: 16356.739 (DC-02368) 
Customer No. 000027683 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 
a first audio input/output (I/O) connecto r provided for coupling to a fi rst audio I/O 
device : 

at loast onea second audio input/output j /O connecto r provided for co upling to a 
second audio I/O device : 

the first and second connectors being coupled to an audio controller; 

a circu i t coupling tho f i rct aud i o input/output connoctor to tho audio control l er; 

at lo ast one circuit coupling at loast ono cocond aud i o i nput/output connoctor to 
th e audio controll e r; 

a transistor coupled to the first and second connectors and to ground, the 
transistor connected to pull the first device coupled to the first I/O 
connector to a zero voltage level when the second device is coupled to 
the second I/O connector . an audio I /O dovico coup lo d to connect th e f i rst 
and cocond conn o ctors to th o aud i o contro l l e r, whor o by th o trans i stor 
pullc tho dov i co couplod to tho firct connoctor to a subotantial l y zero 
voltag o lovol whon tho dovic o is couplod to the second connoctor; and 

a direct curr e nt block i ng cap inc l uding a f il tor c i rcu i t couplod w i th an i nverting 
amp l ifier, whor o in tho dovic o is couplod botwoon tho d i roct current 
b l ocking cap and a primary aud i o input/output coupl i ng. 

a primary audio input disable signal coupling; and 

a disabling device and a circuit element, the circuit elem ent coupling a filter 
circuit with an inverting amplifier providing a DC blocking cap. 
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whereby the primary audio input disable signal coupling, the disable d evice and 
the circuit element are coupled between the first and second I/O 
connectors. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wh o r o in th o d e v i ce 
e lectrically decoupling the first audio input/output conn o ctor from th o circuit coup l ing the 
first aud i o i nput/output connoctor to tho audio contro ll er when an audio input/output 
dov i c o is coup l od to at l oast ono s e cond i nput/output connoctor comprisos a f i e l d effect 
transistor further comprising an integrating amplifier . 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 2, whoro i n tho transistor 
comprisos a dr a in, a sourco, a nd a gato, whoro i n tho drain is coup l od to tho first audio 
input/output conn o ctor, th o sourc e is coup lo d to ground, and th o got o i s couplod to at 
lo ast ono s e cond audio input/output conn o ctor such that current flows i nto th o gate 
whon an audio input/output dovico i s couplod to a second audio input/output connoctor 
tn wh i nh thn gato is coup l ed further comprising an audio I/O coupling . 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the first audio input/output 
connector comprises a jack. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the second audio 
input/output connector comprises a jack. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor; 

an audio controller coupled to the processor; 

a first audio input/output j/O connector coupled to the audio controllerand 
provided for coupling to a first audio I/O device ; 

at loast onea second audio input/output J/O connector coupled to the audio 
controller and provided for coupling to a second audio I/O device ; 

a transistor coupled to the first and second connectors and to groundjhe 
transistor connected to pull the first device coupled to the first I/O 
connector to a zero voltage level when the second device is coupled to 
the second I/O connector . an audio I/O dov i co couplod to connoot the first 
and socond conn o ctors to tho aud i o contro l l e r, whor o by th e trans i stor 
pu l lc th o d o vico coup l od to tho first connoctor to a oubctantial l y zero 
voltago l ovol whon tho dov i co is coup l od to tho socond connoctor; and 

a diroct curront blocking cap i nc l ud i ng a f il tor circuit coup l od w i th an i nvert i ng 
amplifier, whoro i n th o d e vic e is couplod botwoon tho diroct current 
b l ocking Gap and a pr i mary audio input/output coupling. 

a primary audio input disable signal coupling; and 

a disabling device and a circuit element, the circuit eleme nt coupling a filter 
circuit with an inverting amplifier providing a DC bl ocking cap, 

whereby the primary audio input disable signal coupling, the disable device and 
the circuit element are coupled between the first and second I/O 
connectors. 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer system of Claim 8, whor o in th e 
dovico o l octrica ll y docoupling tho first aud i o i nput/output connoctor from tho circu i t 
coupling tho first audio input/output conn o ctor to tho aud i o controller whon an audio 
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i nput/output d e vic e i s coupl e d to at l e ast on e s e cond i nput/output conn e ctor compris e s 
a f i eld e ffect transisto r further comprising an integrating amplifier . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The computer system of Claim 9, whoro i n the 
transistor compr i s e s a drain, a sourc e , and a gat e , wh e r ei n th e dra i n i s coup le d to th e 
first aud i o i nput/output conn e ctor, th e sourc e is coup l ed to ground, and th e gat e i s 
couplod to at l oast ono second aud i o input/output connoctor such that current flows into 
the gate when an audio input/output d o v i c o i s coup le d to a s e cond aud i o i nput/output 
conn e ctor to which th e gate i s coup l ed further comprising an audio I/O coupling . 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Cancelled). 

1 3. (Original) The computer system of Claim 8, wherein the first audio 
input/output connector is a jack. 

14. (Original) The computer system of Claim 13, wherein the second audio 
input/output connector comprises a jack. 

1 5. (Original) The computer system of Claim 8, wherein the second audio 
input/output connector comprises a jack. 

16. (Cancelled). 
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